Pentecost Sunday is considered the birthday of the Church, the 50th day after the Resurrection of Jesus, which coincided with the already existing Jewish Feast of Weeks. So, Happy Birthday to the Church – 1993 years and counting. 
That original Jewish celebration of the Festival of Weeks was a harvest festival. The wheat crop was just becoming ready, so the firstfruits were collected and offered as a sacrifice; then came a general celebration. Greek speakers called the Festival “Pentecost” because that is the Greek word for fifty – i.e., the Festival that is the 50th day after Passover.
The word today has a much different meaning. On that first Christian Pentecost, the Holy Spirit anoints the small group of Jesus’ followers with what looked like “tongues of fire.”  The group numbers about 120 persons, including Jesus’ mother and brothers. But by the end of the day, with the coming of the Holy Spirit, 3000 new converts are baptized. So ever since, Pentecost and the Holy Spirit have been linked together for Christians.
We go to our scripture. Prior to our passage in the OT book of Numbers, the Israelites have been freed from Egypt and are out in the wilderness. They have made camp in the Sinai desert, and they are in the second year of what will become a forty-year journey. Whenever the Israelites set up camp, the Levites would also set up the great tent – the Tabernacle – just outside the camp. When God was present, there would be a cloud over the Tabernacle by day, which would look like fire by night. When the cloud lifted and began moving, the people would pack up and follow.
Up until now, God has made provision for the people, providing manna and water in the desert. But then the people start grumbling, “If we only had meat to eat,” and regale Moses with their tales of how easy it was to get good food back in Egypt. The Lord hears their complaints and becomes angry, and Moses is at his wit’s end, since he is the one having to endure the complaints of the people.
Thus, as a response, God tells Moses to gather 70 elders – leaders of the people – together. They are to meet at the Tabernacle and God will commission them to take on some of Moses’ burden. But in the process of all this happening, something unexpected occurs, something not so orderly as the people had envisioned it.
Numbers 11:24-30 NIV
So Moses went out and told the people what the LORD had said. He brought together seventy of their elders and had them stand around the tent. 25 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke with him, and he took some of the power of the Spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders. When the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied-- but did not do so again.
From a literary standpoint, today’s passage is kind of a brief aside from the major story that is being told. However, the message of this scripture is a very important one, repeated, as we’ll see, in the NT. But despite its importance, many Christians aren’t familiar with the passage.
The major story, the backdrop, is that Moses has been playing the role of intercessor, the go-between for the people in their relationship with God. But the burden on him has been too much to handle. So as per God’s command, Moses gets the 70 elders together around the Tent of Meeting, the Tabernacle. Then God’s presence comes down in a cloud and puts some of the power of the Spirit on the elders.
Thus, the image is one of the Spirit coming in physical pieces, and we do see this description used elsewhere in the Bible. For example, when the senior prophet Elijah is handing over the mantle to the younger prophet Elisha, Elisha asks the senior prophet for “a double portion of his spirit.” Later, in the NT, when the woman with the hemorrhages touches the hem of Jesus’ robe, he feels the power go out from him. And as we’ve mentioned, the Spirit came upon the believers at Pentecost like flames of fire. 
We also note that when the Spirit rested on the 70, they prophesied, but this was not a permanent situation; it was just a “one-time deal”. Why is that? It is because the coming of the Spirit was meant to signify that these men were not prophets, but leaders. They are not getting regular messages from God for the people, but were being anointed this once by the Holy Spirit to do specified work – in this case, to assist Moses in governing the people.  
Now it is clear that it is the Holy Spirit who comes to anoint the 70. There are also other places in the OT where we see reference to the Holy Spirit, including in the 1st Ch. of Genesis, where we read of the “Spirit of God brooding over the face of the deep.” So why is it that so many Christians think that the Holy Spirit only came on Pentecost (and thereafter)? 
Perhaps it is because of a passage like this from John 7: 37-39, where Jesus says, "Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them." 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.” 
It seems that John is talking about a general giving of the Spirit that comes to all true believers. That giving of the Holy Spirit came first at Pentecost, then to all the true believers since. However, the Holy Spirit has always been there, pre-existent as part of the Trinity. In the OT, we see specific callings of the Holy Spirit throughout the history of Israel. And in the NT and up to modern times, we still see these specific callings of the Holy Spirit in addition to the general calling talked about by John.
26 However, two men, whose names were Eldad and Medad, had remained in the camp. They were listed among the elders, but did not go out to the tent. Yet the Spirit also rested on them, and they prophesied in the camp. 27 A young man ran and told Moses, "Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp."
Now something comes that is putting a monkey wrench into the whole works. The Holy Spirit has rested on 2 elders who are not even part of the 70 elders who are at the Tent of Meeting, the Tabernacle. The 2 men Eldad and Medad are still inside the camp and they are beginning to prophesy. 
We might first ask what it means to prophesy. It was usually associated with a frenzied or emotional state, which could but didn’t have to include speaking in tongues. The excited state was associated with the presence of God (the Holy Spirit); it was not necessarily a message of words or a prediction of the future, as we might think of a prophecy in today’s world.
As for Eldad and Medad, they are not exactly unknown men who suddenly show up and begin giving prophecy. They were “listed (or registered) among the elders”, so they already have some leadership duties in the congregation. But they have not been selected by Moses to be part of his leadership team. It’s all irregular enough when they start prophesying that a young man rushes to Moses to tell him about it. 
 28 Joshua son of Nun, who had been Moses' aide since youth, spoke up and said, "Moses, my lord, stop them!" 29 But Moses replied, "Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all the LORD's people were prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!" 30 Then Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the camp.
Joshua, Moses’ trusted aide, was there with him when the young man brings the news about Eldad and Medad prophesying in the camp. Joshua is the heir apparent to lead the people. He is very loyal to Moses, and at hearing about things not going according to plan, he gets defensive. “Moses, my lord, stop them!” He had seen Moses do great things and couldn’t bear to see the great man’s commands not being followed. (Remember anyone in the NT like this? Peter, maybe?)
But Moses, the faithful man that he was, knew something grander was happening here. He tells Joshua not to be so defensive and says that he wishes that the Lord would put his Holy Spirit on all the people.
If you are familiar with the Bible, you might be thinking that there is a story similar to today’s scripture in the NT. And there is. In Mark 9:38-40, the disciple John reports back to Jesus, "Teacher, we saw someone driving out demons in your name and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us." 39 "Do not stop him," Jesus said. "For no one who does a miracle in my name can in the next moment say anything bad about me, 40 for whoever is not against us is for us.”
So Jesus, like Moses, does not try to limit God’s work through the Spirit by assuming that we know best. God is always doing surprising things through the Spirit, greater things than we can imagine.
The history of the early years of the Church is contained in the book of Acts, which covers the time period from the Ascension of Jesus through the ministry of the apostle Paul.  Amazing things happen in these early years of the Church as thousands of people come to the Lord; barriers are broken down between Jew and Gentile, slave and free, male and female. 
How do these remarkable things happen? The Scripture attributes them to the Holy Spirit. Some have said that instead of “Acts of the Apostles,” the book should have been called “Acts of the Holy Spirit.” However, to accomplish all of the great things that happened in the formation of the Church, the apostles had to listen to the message of the Spirit and be willing to follow, even though it would involve changing the way things had been done. 
And there’s our problem. As humans, we are always making our plans, and the Church is no exception. It’s not wrong to make plans, of course; it’s good to be prepared. But when the plans themselves become the center of our attention, that’s when we have a problem.  
The Church (big C) has had this problem throughout its existence. We plan and organize everything and because it works so well for us, we institutionalize it. But after time passes, we need to realize that our planning and organizing was designed for another era. When times change, we need to change. And the challenge for the Church is not just that we don’t like to change, but that we don’t exactly know how we should change.
So in the book of Acts, when the young church needed guidance, they prayed for the wisdom of the Spirit. Like Moses, they rejoiced when through the Holy Spirit, God changed the rules, and like Jesus, they understood that the Spirit is working even when we don’t realize it or have any control over it. 
One last thing. Moses, in his reply to Joshua, says that he wishes that all of the Lord’s people were prophets. That means that the Holy Spirit would not just visit once, but be present on a continual basis. That is exactly what it says in the scripture we read from John’s gospel. For all believers in Jesus, living waters will flow from within them. The living waters are the Holy Spirit, and the Spirit is given to all believers after Jesus’ glorification. In other words, Moses’ wish has come true in Jesus – all of the Lord’s people can receive the Holy Spirit.
Let us finish with a prayer. Holy Spirit, we thank you for being with us and enlivening and giving direction to the Church. We ask you for an end to our complacency, and we pray instead for hearts that love you with a burning flame. Show us the way we should go, and give us the courage to change where we need to. Come, Holy Spirit, come. Amen. 
