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Pastor Dave’s Column—1July 2010

God and Country and the World Cup?

The World Cup of soccer is the most colorful contest in the world! Even the tiniest nations field teams
at the entry levels, and some of them make it to the final field of 32 for the most prestigious championship in
sports. The 300,000 FIFA-registered soccer clubs worldwide that form the basis of the World Cup have 240
million professional players. The audience for this month’s games will be more than 10 times the audience for
the Super Bowl and its playoffs.

The world loves their sports, their teams, and their country. The televised coverage verifies that soccer
fans from almost every country are even wilder than the Oakland Raiders lunatics: painted, costumed and
crowned with astounding creativity. They make soccer the world’s favorite sport, and each team is the hope
and glory of a whole nation. They actually love their national teams with a zeal that approaches Nebraskans’
love for the Huskers! Should sports and national fervor be this significant for us as followers of the Lord Jesus
Christ?

The Church used to restrict sports, especially on the Sabbath, as a challenge to the glory of God. The
1981 movie Chariots of Fire chronicled the Scottish Presbyterian Eric Liddell’s convictions about his faith, the
value of sport and the limits of sport. One one hand, he believed that not to run would be to dishonour God: “I
believe that God made me for a purpose. But He also made me fast, and when | run, | feel His pleasure.” For
this, he received praise from all England and its leaders, because he was a champion runner—>but grief from
his family and church. On the other hand, he refused to compete on Sunday. For this, he received grief from
all England and its leaders, but affirmation from his family and church. How things have changed!

We face harder choices than God’s missionary Eric Liddell faced 80 years ago. We live in a
sports-saturated world, and for most of us the opportunity to compete overrides all other considerations. We
have never lived in a Sabbath-observing culture. We participate vicariously in sports every Sunday,
season-to-season with football to basketball to baseball. Eric Lidell’s choices were clear, although he had to
defend himself on both sides: for competing when many expected the faithful to avoid sports, and for refusing
to compete on the Sabbath. We live in a time when setting aside time for God conflicts with powerful cultural
values that require us to dedicate time for our sports, our kids, and our social and civic commitments, and we
lack Liddell’s theological clarity. But we are still required to ask, “What does God want for me?”

The Bible values sports and country, but in submission to God. Before his final race in the 1924
Olympics, Liddell received a Bible verse from an American coach: “He that honors me, I will honor.”
(1Samuel 2:30) This is the key to sports, patriotism, and all earthly things: Put God first. Cheering for my
team, giving my life in service to my country, and competing for glory must all fall under my submission to
God, my focus on His glory, and my joy in Him. After all, who remembers who won the 2006 World Cup? In
the end, the ultimate and lasting victory and glory is never ours, but God’s. And all nations will agree when it
happens!

At that time they will call Jerusalem The Throne of the LORD, and all nations will gather in Jerusalem to
honor the name of the LORD. Jeremiah 3:17

Summer—Sunday Worship @ 10:00 Alternating Traditional & Contemporary Services

July 4 Trad.  Fireworks on the Mountain Luke 9  Communion by intinction
July 11  Cont.  How to be Great! Luke 9

July 18 Trad.  Rescue Mission

July 25 Cont.  The Best Questions and Answers Ever Luke 10
Aug. 1 Trad. The Lord’s Prayer, Jesus’ Version  Luke 11 Communion
Aug. 8 Cont. Everything Counts! Luke 12

Aug. 15 Trad.  Worthless Worry Luke 12

Aug. 22 Cont.  God’s Judgment on a Fruitless Tree Luke 13 @ Ta-Ha-Zouka
Aug. 29 Trad.  What Good Is the Sabbath? Luke 13,14 Rev.1
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STATED SESSION MEETING NOTES—June 14, 2010

Elders: 2010 (3 Lee Torkelson 3 Jennifer Jimmerson [ Chuck Olsen A Greg Wendel
2011 A Ann Dover A Pat McCollough O Chuck Sintek O Tom Jones
2012 A Angela Amundson O Mark Johnson 3 Doug Korth O Fern Bledsoe

Opening Prayer at 7:07 pm.

CLERK’S REPORT: We received a letter from the Rev. Hara, pastor of the Kaphuta Congregation in Malawi,
thanking us for the gift to their building fund and welcoming our mission team.

MODERATOR’S REPORT: Pastor Dave will take the lead for prayer in Contemporary worship, working with
Never Alone. His Jury Duty was completed without inconvenience. Plans for travel to General Assembly and the
Young Life Trap Shoot should not interfere with the work week here.

Dates reserved in the Fellowship Hall by Session: Aug. 7 for Warren Campbell’s 100" celebration; Habitat for
Humanity on July 15 for a homeowner application fair; and Cub Pack 131 on most Monday evenings from
Aug. 30-May 2, plus Sunday afternoon/evening Feb. 27 (Banquet) and Sunday afternoon March 13 (Pinewood
Derby).

Avrticles from San Diego Presbytery Executive Clark Cowden and the Presbyterian Coalition about the July 3-10
General Assembly were circulated and discussed.
YOUTH DIRECTOR REPORT: No report.
FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP: Tom Jones noted that we are about 6% behind in budget.
TREASURER’S REPORT: $30,421 was received in May with $38,704 in expenses. Year-to-date offerings and
income are $151,086 and expenses are $163,655.

WORSHIP: Fern Bledsoe reported on the committee’s Duties and Responsibilities, which will be reviewed at the
next meeting by the Session. Also discussed: the Dynamite Duo program and its relationship to the church.

PROPERTIES REPORT: No report. Pastor Dave outlined some implications of uncontrolled access to the
Nursery with no lockable doors, as at present, for future consideration.

MISSION: Doug Korth reported on the last fundraising and imminent departure of the Malawi team. We may be
able to link up via Skype/internet to broadcast the worship with the Kaphuta congregation to our worship
service on June 20.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Chuck Sintek lead a discussion of strategies to reach busy kids and parents. Also
discussed: Promotion of sending campers to Calvin Crest.

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE: Lee Torkelson reported on plans for worship in the park at Ta Ha Zouka on Aug. 22,
including a pot luck and perhaps games following.

EVANGELISM: The KPNO offer of 1-minute weekly blurbs about our church or sermon was discussed and
enthusiastically supported.

PERSONNEL: No report.
OLD BUSINESS: Discussion of the need for a posted calendar for facility use planning in coming months..
Prayers and Plans

Adjournment at 8:57 pm with the doxology. Next Stated meeting is August 09, 2010 at 7pm.
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4 Remember in Ongoing Prayer Concerns:

o

Z your thoughts
= i prayers.. ST, ROSann in Perimiho (Benedictine Sister with the Norfolk Sisters); Rod & Mitzi

Hesser (brother & sister-in-law of Rose Jones) and the community of Greensburg, KS;
Ruth Lutes; Hope Grimm, & Peter Henkel.

Current Prayer Requests:

Date Received For Whom: Prayer Request For:
06/17/10 Phyllis Hoefling Kathy Sateren’s Mother,
recovering from minor surgery
06/11/10 Liesl Amundson recovering from foot surgery
06/10/10 Don Heller (friend of Janelle Johnson) has cancer, will have
surgery end of June
04/19/10 Janet Bower’s father Beginning radiation
treatments for lung cancer
04/04/10 Betty Mastny Health, problems with COPD
she is at the Madison House
01/14/10 Entire country of Haiti Strength, healing, and trust in God to come together during this
time of destruction
01/04/10 Vera Eberhart (Mother of Karen Reimer)
recovering from a fall
11/11/09 Don (Jennifer Jimmerson’s Step-dad)

responding well to his treatments for Liver cancer

Nursing Homes & Vet’s Home Prayers:

Resident Name: Where:

Walter Botsch Heritage of Bel-Air
Marian Tennis Homestead

Lynn Cox Vet’s Home

Evan Hughes Vet’s Home

Dr. James & Ara Jane Dunlap The Meadows

Stan & Berniece Diehl St. Joseph’s

Eldorna Weise St. Joseph’s

Mabel Ray (Sister of Jane Neely) Countryside in Madison

Prayers for our Troops:
Please pray for our Nebraska National Guard as they are being deployed to Iraq. May God guide and protect
them as they give their lives to protect us.

(Please call the church office with any updates to your “Prayer Concerns”. We keep requests active for 4
weeks unless updated).
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Tuesday Night Bible Discussion Group
2 The Tuesday Night Bible Discussion Group will not be meeting during the summer. The next
=ee meeting will be sometime in early September.

DISCUSSIOF

GROUP

Coffee & Chatter group at Hy-Vee West %ﬁ ¢
The Coffee & Chatter group meets every Tuesday at 9 AM at Hy-Vee West. Everyone is in- it
vited. Come and share some good coffee and conversation with us! Coffee & Chatter

July Session Meeting

= =Y=[=) | Session will not be meeting in July. They will resume on August 9,
Session Members

July Deacon’s Meeting ”f----’ﬂ"“’
The Deacon’s will not be meeting in July. They will resume on August 16, 2010. &"?33

MEETINGI

® Staff Meeting
QB There will not be a staff meeting in July. The next meeting will be held on August 11, 2010.

Prayers of Sympathy:

Our deepest sympathies go out to Cindy Robertson and her family as they mourn the passing of her mother.
May God show them that He is the strength for those who are weak, He is the comfort for those who need comfort-
ing and He weeps with those who weep. Our prayer is that the Robertson family feel the arms of God’s love
around them at this difficult time.

> = »
*Thank Youlx
THANK.YOU!
Dear First Presbyterian Church,
Thank you very much for the Roy Robertson Scholarship. The money I receive will help me immensely to

achiev my goals in college. 1 learned a lot through the church and the people and I will take everything | know with
me.

God Bless,
Alyssa Brunswick

Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for allowing us to use the fellowship hall for Breanna’s graduation party. We really
appreciate it! It was a great day of celebration all around—the church service was very meaningful and a very nice
tribute to the graduates.

Thank you, again, for all your kindness!

God Bless—
Mike, Linnea, Breanna & Brooke Gettman
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THIS NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE ONLINE!
Find this newsletter and others on our website at:
firstpresnorfolk.com/newsletter.htm.

Click on Information and then on Newsletter. From there you can pick
from the last 3 months Newsletters. We will continue to send out the newslet-
ter in it’s paper form, but we do encourage everyone to check it out on the
website. ****If you wish to no longer receive the paper copy of the monthly
Newsletter please notify the office and we will send you an email alert letting -
you know when the current Newsletter and calendar is ready for your view- The Newsletter
ing. Call the office at 371-1635 or send an email to firstpresb@conpoint.com is Read

and we will put your name on our list for email notification. Online!
/’” : :’"F ATTENTION-OFFICE ANNOUNCEMENT!
L | Summen Summer Office hours: 8:00 am-3:00 pm

= OF
Hourg. - All Songs and Announcements for the bulletins need to be in the office no later than
Wednesday @ 10 AM. for Friday’s printing, unless otherwise noted..

IMPORTANT INFO YOU SHOULD KNOW!
Committee Meetings on Monday, July 5th @ 7 PM
No Session Meeting in July!

No Staff Meeting in July!

No Deacon’s Meeting in July!

— NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
= The deadline for the August newsletter is July 23rd! Any items received
== n_EAn_I.INE after this date will be included in the newsletter for the following month.
i REMBEMBER - If you don’t get the information to the office, it won’t get
Newsletter Articles | ..o Y : |

Our Green-Fiber recycling bin needs your newspapers!
Our Presbyterian Women sponsor the recycle bin in our parking lot. There is a
certain amount of recyclable paper each month for the bin to be provided free of

charge, and even more so we earn money.

The money earned is given by the Presbyterian Women to the orphanage Green Flber'
in Haiti. By getting rid of the papers accumulating in your home, you are helping
the less fortunate children of Haiti.

JUST FOR YOUR INFO ABOUT OUR GREEN FIBER DUMPSTER

Green Fiber has sent us a list of what is acceptable items for our dumpsters and what IS NOT.

Here is what is accepted: Phone Books, Newspapers, Office Paper, Paperback Books, Paper bags, Cereal &
Kleenex Boxes, Pop & Beer boxes, Cardboard, & Magazines.

These items are NOT accepted: Glass, All Plastic, All Metal, Styrofoam, Trash, String, Feed Sacks, and
especially Used Pizza Boxes or any other soiled food containers!

Please keep these in mind when you are bring in your recyclables and again THANK YOU for helping us take
care of our earth and our church!
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Oh, Say Can You See?
from greta Johnson, Music Director

Yes, the Star-Spangled Banner has an interesting history and it does have two
verses. | hope you’ll enjoy this information shared from the book, 101 Hymn Stories
by Kenneth W. Osbeck.

Francis Scott Key was born in 1779, the son of a Revolutionary War officer.
Francis was trained in law and served as the District Attorney for Georgetown, District
of Columbia for several terms. Throughout his life, Francis was known as a fine spiritual gentleman and an
active lay leader in the Protestant Episcopal Church.

During the War of 1812 with England, Francis Scott Key was authorized by President Madison to visit
the British fleet located near the mouth of the Potomac to negotiate the release of a particular prisoner, Dr.
Beanes. The British admiral finally granted Key’s request, but because the British ships had planned an attack
on Fort McHenry, Key and his party were detained all night aboard the truce boat on which they had come.

That night, September 13, 1813, was a night of unforgettable anxiety for Key and his associates as the
fierce bombardment continued during the long night. As long as the shore replied to the attack, they were
certain that all was still well. Toward morning, however, the firing from the shore seemed to cease, causing
the American delegation great dismay. While the other members rested briefly from their weariness, Key
continued to pace the deck until the first rays of dawn revealed that the “flag was still there” ---assurance that
America was still free. Inspired by this experience, Key began to write his poem hastily on the back of a letter.
Later that evening, he completed the work in his home. Shortly afterward he had it printed in handbill form.
The poem had an immediate response from the Americans, still exhilarated by the news of their victory.

Approximately one month later, Key’s poem was published in sheet music form by Joseph Carr. It was
set to a tune known as “Anacron in Heaven.” This tune was primarily a hunting text, having come to this
country in the 1790°s. Though not known for certain, the tune is generally attributed to John Stafford Smith,
born in England in 1750. Smith was a composer for the Covent Garden Theater.

Despite the early enthusiastic acceptance of this patriotic hymn, it was not until March 3, 1931 that
Congress officially adopted and declared it to be our national anthem. Fort McHenry guards the harbor for
Baltimore, so the city of Baltimore has erected a statue in honor of Francis Scott Key.

While we sing the first verse at sporting events, many people are not aware that the song has a second
verse. This second verse exemplifies the true intent of our founding fathers.

O thus be it ever, when free men shall stand
Between their loved homes and the war’s desolation!
Blest with vict’ry and peace, may the heav’n-rescued land
Praise the Pow’r that hath made and preserved us a nation!
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just;

And this be our motto: “In God is our trust!”

And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!
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Presbyteriarnn Worier

Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team Meeting

The Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team Meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 7, 2010

at 10:00 AM in the Community Room.

Fiber Friends WILL MEET on Thurs., July 1st, 8th, and 22rd @ 1:00 PM
Naomi Circle will break for the summer.
Ruth Circle will break for the summer.

You're invited to celebrate the Fourth with Dynamite Duo and The Sparklers! The free ad-
mission concerts will take place Saturday, July 3, at 7 p.m. and Sunday, July 4, at 4 p.m. here at
First Presbyterian. The doors open one hour prior to performance times. Performing with the
group will be Eli Johnson on guitar bass and cello and David Shipley on keyboard and vocals.
Darrell Cleveland will do PowerPoint and sound, and Dick Kautzman will help with the flag
and light display.

In a celebration of traditional American values, the concerts will
feature patriotic, Broadway, sacred, and golden oldies music performed by local musicians on
pipe organ, grand piano and band and stringed instrumentation. Other highlights include a sa-
lute to military veterans, harp and accordion music, vocal and sing-along numbers, dance
exhibitions, costumed characters, youth performers and a magnificently decorated church sanc-
tuary.

The concert is free, and all are welcome.

v __f,é%}\f:;‘ ZION YOUTH GROUP-SAVE THESE DATES!
»{ﬁ_&“ﬁﬁf.'&ﬁ WEBSITE: www.highschoolzion.com
HROBERS

‘%}E»QUJ)* THE SHIFT YOUTH GROUP-SAVE YOUR DATES!

WEBSITE: www.jrhightheshift.com

Upcoming Events!
July 14th - Shift/Zion on location w/Fuel - Olsen’s Ranch
July 17th-25th - Zion New Mexico Mission Trip
August 13th-15th - Boondocker - Junior High Camp w/Fuel ($45)
September 14th - Zion returns
September 15th - The Shift returns.
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
REVIEW OF OFFERINGS VS. EXPENSES
2010 Offerings vs Expenses

OFFERINGS & INCOME EXPENSES DIFFERENCE
JANUARY $37,736.18 JANUARY $25,672.41 ($12,063.77)
FEBRUARY $29,876.22 FEBRUARY $29,042.48 ($833.74)
MARCH $33,123.48 MARCH $35,112.88 $1,989.40
APRIL thru 28th $19,929.25 APRIL thru 29th $24,651.62 $4,722.37
MAY $21,986.82 MAY $28,151.88 $6,165.06
JUNE $9,715.50 JUNE $16,397.17 6,681.67
JULY JULY $0.00
AUGUST AUGUST $0.00
SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER $0.00
OCTOBER OCTOBER $0.00
NOVEMBER NOVEMBER $0.00
DECEMBER DECEMBER $0.00
YEAR-TO-DATE TOTAL  $152,367.45 YEAR-TO-DATE TOTAL  $159,028.44 ($6,660.99)

Offerings can last forever!
Have you remembered God’s work in your will? Our Stewardship committee will
be happy to help you provide for His church with just a little planning. See Tom Jones
or Mark Johnson.

We are seeking a new Deacon:
Bev Cleveland will be unable to complete her term (Class of 2012) as a Deacon. The Nominating
Committee is searching.

“Grace Notes,” July 25-30 Synod School in Storm Lake, lowa

Looking for a new vacation strategy for your whole family this summer? Sunday through Friday at the end
of July will find Presbyterians gathering at Buena Vista University for fun and faith exploration for all ages.
At reasonable cost! Come by the Church Office to pick up a brochure for full details on 61 classes in
everything from Improvisation (taught by a working comedian) to Spirituality to Electrical Repair to African
Drumming to Fiscal Fitness to Gilligan’s Island and the Seven Deadly Sins to Cake Decorating—open to all
ages.
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Two books from the library and trophy shelves in the hall of the
Christian Education Unit that may not be new to some readers are available.
= To check them out use the system of writing your name, the name of the

P book and the date on the tablets kept for that purpose.

My Sister’s Keeper by Jodi Picoult is an insightful story of things
that do not concern most of us. The information on the back cover of the
book states:

“Can a parent love too much? Or is too much never enough?”

“Anna is not sick, but she might as well be. By age thirteen, she has undergone countless surgeries, transfusions,
and shots so that her older sister, Kate, can somehow fight the leukemia that has plagued her since childhood. The
product of pre-implantation genetic diagnosis, Anna was conceived as a bone marrow match for Kate—a life and a role
that she has never challenged . . . until now. Like most teenagers, Anna is beginning to question who she truly is. But
unlike most teenagers, she has always been defined in terms of her sister—and so Anna makes a decision that for most
would be unthinkable, a decision that will tear her family apart and have perhaps fatal consequences for the sister she
loves. A provocative novel that raises some important ethical issues, My Sister’s Keeper is the story of one family’s
struggle for survival at all human costs and a stunning moral parable for all time.” Some comments are also included:
“(A) thrill to read.” — The Washington Post

“This beautifully crafted novel will grab readers with its stunning topic. --People

“Has the emotional tenacity to fuel tears and talk.” -- Daily News (New York)

“Full of insight, inspiration, and heartbreak . . . . Picoult’s handling of the central issue is flawless.”

--San Jose Mercury News

Three other books by Jodi Picoult read and reviewed from our library are A Pact: A Love Story, Nineteen
Minutes and Plain Truth. Jodi lives in New Hampshire with her husband and three children.

Still Alice by Lisa Genova is a novel. A comment on the front cover of the book states: “A poignant portrait of
Alzheimer’s . .. Not a book you will forget.” -- USA Today

The information on the back cover of the book states:

“After | read Still Alice, 1 wanted to stand up and tell a train full of strangers, “You have to get this book.””

—The Boston Globe

“In Lisa Genova’s extraordinary New York Times bestseller, an accomplished woman slowly loses her thoughts
and memories to a harrowing disease—only to discover that each day brings a new way of living and loving.”

“Alice Howland is proud of the life she worked so hard to build. At fifty years old, she’s a cognitive psychology
professor at Harvard and a world-renowned expert in linguistics with a successful husband and three grown children.
When she becomes increasingly disoriented and forgetful, a tragic diagnosis changes her life—and her relationship with
her family and the world—forever.

“At once beautiful and terrifying, Still Alive is a moving and vivid depiction of life with early-onset Alzheimer’s
disease that is as compelling as A Beautiful Mind and as unforgettable as Ordinary People.”

Two comments are included: “Full of heartbreaking believability.” -- The Globe and Mail

“A story that must be told.” -- Brunonia Barry, New York Times bestselling author.

Lisa Genova, a first-time novelist, holds a Ph. D. in neuroscience from Harvard University and is an online
columnist for the National Alzheimer’s Association. She lives with her family in Massachusetts.

Voice of the Martyrs is a new magazine available on the bookshelf in the narthex for you to read. We are so
isolated from many of the things happening in our world that we need a new resource to enlighten us. | recently read the
book Tortured for Christ by Richard Wurmbrand. This Romanian pastor, founder of Voice of the Martyrs (VOM)
in 1967, spent a total of 14 years in prison where he was horribly tortured by the Communists who ruled the country.
The book was written in 1966 and is his story of his life including the imprisonment and his work after he was released
and brought to the US where he spent the rest of his life—to the age of 92—calling for the salvation of all who torture
Christians. We need to be aware of the continued persecution of Christians today. The magazines tell the story. | have
listed some of those stories and the issue of the magazine in which it is told:

February 2010: “Why we smuggle Bibles,” by VOM staff.

April 2010: “The Blessings of Persecution,” by Patrice Johnson, featuring persecution in India.

May 2010: “Crossing the Line in China,” by Dory P. and “Families of Martyrs: The Prayer of the Righteous

in Columbia.”
June 2010: “God will use you mightily,” persecution in Nigeria.
Sonja Putnam has a copy of the book if you wish to read it.

CHURCH LIBRARY /
By DOROTHY __
RICHMOND
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Brandy Unger
Mark Wimmer
Lois Hansen
Brian Wysocki
Pamela Brunswick
Lance Morrow
Donna James
Chuck Henkel
Jimmy Johnson
Evan Hughes
Ryan Anderson
Mike Anderson
Jennifer Judt
Merle Rix
Devin Huisman
Jim Wendland
Tom Jones

Emma Beckenhauer

Cheryl Northouse
Laura Timperley
Chloe Jimmerson
Alice Jenkins
Juanita Swanson

7/2
7/3
7/5
7/5
7/6
7/6
7/7
7/7
7/8
7/9

7/10

7/11

7/11

7/12

7/13

7/14

7/14

7/14

7/16

7/18

7/19

7/20

7/20

Nancy Reynolds
Stan Essley
Melissa Wimmer
Kathy Naranjo
Faye Simpson
Renee McClymont
Katherine Dover
Megan Zittritsch
Terri Arrison

Myril McCracken
Bob Noelle

Dave Bos

Bill Beckenhauer
Cassandra Bos
Jill Sintek

Elda Powley
Jessica Cleveland
Janelle Johnson
Marsha Cleveland
Jean Anderson
Vicki Swier

Adam Denney

>.%}‘E§"

-
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Anniversaries
Robert and Carrie Wells T/7
Chuck and Jana Olsen /7
Jim and Donna Wendland 7/8
Bob and Sharon Noelle 7/9
John and Peggy Lanz 7/10
Tony and Peggy Krusemark 7/12
Wayne and Jill McCormick 7/14
Mark and Rita Clyde 7/20
Tim and Deb Brunswick 7/21
Tom and Sonja Jones 7/22
Chad and Shannon Hanson 7/24
Ray and Delores Hansen 7/24
Ben and Elda Powley 7/26
Ed and Holly Swanson 7/31
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